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Rellglous Controversy and Religious
Inquiry.

The distingnished Roman  Cathelic
thec lngian who, under the pen name of
“Cacerdos.” began the discussion of the
vights of the clergy of that Church to
free tom of thoueht eoncerning ques-
tions he rogards as not distinctively de
fide. brings to a close to-day the contro=
versy which was provoked by him.

It is time tha' the discussion should
come tooan end. tor, unhappily, it has
aronsed mnch il feeling, and only by
calimness, courtosy and mutual consid-
aration among the disputants could it
by made to serve any good  purpose.
Uhee odiuee theebgicwm which has made
slicions discussion &) often injurious to
the canze of religion, and has defeated

honest purposes 1o en=
lizhten reasonable minds, has  again
exp s its ugly front, and instead of an
amicable discnssion a somewht bitter
cemtroversy has resulted. This wa.do
not say in rebuke ol cither side, bt sim-
ply tosugmest tl e impossibility of keeping
digpassionate any discussion which in=
Ives eriticiam of tenets and usages and

moonuny even

qutnority aceopted and venerated with |

the pession of religious comviction.
| he sentiment expresspd by “Sacer-
d- = "and hissymnathizers apuld not have
Leon repressad by us justly, and it would
1ot have heen desirable for the Church
{ which they are able and distinguished
prevent the publication of
heir views. The tendency of thought
epreserited by them is, in many re-
<pocta, the most remarkable which has
neared in the religious world sinca the
advent of Christianity. It may be said
1y be indicative of a general religious
“ Jution; but the Christian Chireh, as
(ki mast orthodox of theclogians teach
snud have taught, i8 always passing
through stazes of evolution.
c#n be added to the fund of revealed
e inspired truth, according to the

ests 1o

orthedox  conception, but new light
may be let in for its development
ind interpretation. This epportunity

for elucidation and clarification encour-
spes instructed and thoughtful minds
to geek to find in cld dogmas justification
o following a present drift of thought
wid a method of reasoning which seem
ra be in conflict with them.

“Sacerdos” and the distinguished Ro-
man Catholic scholar whn supported
his position wrote as friends and cham-
pions of the old faith and order, and not
as their critics and enemies, and, obvi-
cusly, they are sincere in their profes-
sions. Their theory is that the Catholic
world is needlessly suflering losses be-
cause its dogma and doctrine are pre-
sented and interpreted in a spirit of re-
sistance to contemporary intellectual
tendencies, when actually there is no
such contradiction il the germ of in-
spired truth is expanded into its per-
fect flower.

Is it prssible for any such harmony
to be? Are not the two rather diamet-
rically and radically opposed? I8 it not
an attempt to bring together two es-
sentially contradictory viewsand theories
of the world —the religions and the sci-
entilie, the supernatural and the natural,
jaith and practical demonstration? [If
cne miracle is set aside as impossible

inder natural law, must not the wheole
supernatural structure of religious faith
Le torn dowrn also?

The Chri tian relicion has its fount in
the mials of the Incarnation. [t
conld net be a relizion from Heaven

mnjess its souree was supernatural, and
1n deflance of purely nitural law, Othere

i e, as Dr. PaTToN has soid, it would
te no more than a disputible moral
plilosophy. If the intellect alone, the
anitial and scintiie faculty, is m de
the test, the whols suparnatural super-
siructure falls to picees. It must be
raken o4 fiith inthe authority of dogma
supernuturally procl: imed, or it must be
«i.carded as a final answer t) the riddle
ot the uriverse,

Lievitably, therefore, the Church re-
gis's any di poition of the human
{1 tellect merely to solve that my.tery
or v questin the complttoness of
the solutim th» Church offers in is
dogmas.  Roman Catholic correspond-
ents have repiizd ty “Sacerco,” and bis
fellow criti—sometimes in a rancorous
spirlt wlich seems to have been un-
fortunate and unjusti‘iable—by relexat-
irg them to the ranks of treacherous
That term has not now the
terrors it once had, for it applies not
lews appropriately to many of the fore-
niost contemporary  scholars of the
Church, more particularly of Protes-
tiaism, but also to some extent to
noman Catholie students. In the old
#cnse in which the term was used, are
thev not all actually infidels? Is not
imidelity the logie | end of the course
are ? Whero else, for

il v

ikev pur-ui g?
cxample, ecan those theologi~al students
land who teach or are tanght that the
miracles on wl ich rests the supernatural-
1. of Chritin ity are only myths and
lrzends expres: ive of the blind search of
humarity in zll ages to find the key to
the 1nv tery of exi tenes?

Teeling thus, we can understand and
can excuse the passionate denuncia-
tions of the learned schnol of which “Sac-
erdos” is 80 distinguished a representa-
tive. He closes the controversy he pro-
voked by expressing confidence that it
will result in the elimination, as distine-
wvelwand essontially Cath lie, of teach-
s froim which he asserts his right and
ihe right of all Cath lics to be freed.

with his letter printed to-day must end
tiis disputation in THE Sux. Outside of
these cqlumns it can, and inevitably it
will, go on, with consequences which may

Nothing '

pressible in the domain of thought, Re-
ligious inquiry, as the correspondence
of THE SUN amply demonstrates, was
never so active and 82 general as now.

—

Has England Interposed ?

According to telegrams from London,
Berlin and St. Petersburg, there has
been a sudden change of opinion touch-
ing the likelihnod of war in the Far East.
The change i3 ascribed to the belief that
the British Foreign Office has informed
the Russian Government that Great
Britain deems Japan's demands just,
and expects them to be granted. Such
a message would naturally be construed
as an intimation that if Japan should be
driven to war by her failure to secure
from Russia the desired assurances with
reference to Corea she would not lack
an ally; although the Anglo-Japanese
treaty does not require the ccoperation
of the signatories unless the Island Em-
pire should be assailed by more than a
single Power,

Lhere ia no doubt that England can
prevent a war if she i3 datermined 8o to
d>. A combination of the British and
Japancs: fleets would render it impossi-
ble for Russia, even though she were
supported as she was eight vears ago by
both France and Germany, to maintain
communication by sea with Vladives-
tok and Port Arthur. This would be
ba fatal disability,
ments and military supplies needed by
the Czar's soldiers at the eastern end of
| Asia would have to be transported from
i the depots in European Russia over a
poorly built single-track railway many
thousands of miles in length.

All of the ree iforce- |

Under guch |

[ circumstances, how could Russia hope to |
| prosecute successfully a protracted war?
| Her disastrous experience in the Crimea

| must have taught her that her financial
| resources are inadequate to the prose-
| eution of military operations for an ex-
tended period, even when troops, fon.
! and ammuniticn have to be moved only
| a few hundred miles. If Russia should
" be totally cut off from the sea, and force 1
to maintain a long struggle with an
| enemy five or six thousand miles distant,
she would bleed to death.
On the other harnd, England's ccopera-
tion would be of
Japwn.  Assured thereby of absolute
mastery at sea, soldiers and munitions
of war might flow in an uninterrupted
stream across the narrow strait that
separates the Mikado's dominions from
the Asiatic Continent. ForJapan, fighting
under such conditions, the cost of trans-
. portation would be relatively insignifi-
cant. Thedrain upon her treasury would
be incomparably less than that to which
lussia would be subjected. Moreover,
with the British Government at her back,
i any financial shortcomings weuld easily
be made gocd by loans procurable in
London. In a word, Japan would have
as a coadjutor not only the mightieat
of sea powers, but the supreme money
| lender of the world.
If, then, the contest could be localized
in the Far East, the ultimate result,
if Japan should be assisted by England,

the Russians from the wholereginnsoith
of the Amur River. The contest, how-
ever, could not be thus localized. If
Great Brit'in should help Japan, the
French Republic, however reluctant to
renounce the present friendly relations
with its neighbor, would be constrained
to throw the weight of its naval and
financial resources on the side of its
Russian ally.
thut Russit has reccived from Germany
a promi e of friendiy neutrality, if not

is true thet no naval force thut France,
Germany and Russia could assemble in
armament whith Great Britcin  and
Japan could array aguinst it.
however, would not be restricted to the
Far East. Every part of England's far-
scutt red possessions and all of her vast

It i: po=sgible thit an attempt would be
for an invasin of Brit in wli'h are
linown to have been deviied by German
and French stf officers. What i3 al-
mo:t certein is thit the three Conti-
nert:l Powers would pronose to declare
food cor traband of war, with th» object of
ttarving their Britih artagorit irto
sutmi«i>n. That isa proposal to wlich
the Uritcd St t~8 would never assert,
and thus it mizht happen that everts

l-;ngl:md% tide,

So world-wile and portontous are
the compiicatinsg thit mizht
, Rus:it's refusal to heed England's pro-
test ageinst provocatins that have been
tendiagtodrive the Ji panese to war.

I'hiladelphia’s Rallway Troubles.

A highly resnectable representative
of the citizens of Philadelphia is making
i an energetic protest against the conver-
gion of that metrop lis into a way station
between New York and Washington.
Because a certain number of through
trains now fail to run int> that Broad
i street. staticn in which all gocd Phila-

! delphians take great pride, and rush | of thanks for disseminating some of it

Iin the Western East.

through, or around, the city, with only
a brief stop in West Philadelphia, the
cry goes up that the city is being side-
tracked. This is, quite properly, an
affrcnt to any man of proper pride in
the city of his birth or residence

But, like most great municipal prob-
lems, the questin appears to have two
sides. The railrcad has its etory to tell,
It asserts that 250 trains daily arrive
at the Broad Street Station, and 268 trains
deyarc thenea, It declares that only
sixteen trains daily aveoid that eelebrated
structure, seven northbound and nine
| southbound. It declares that 47,500 pas-
sengerg daily make use of Broad Street
departures at West Philadelphia, for
an average day, was only 338
«ll this, it 18 still easy to see why Plila-
delphia is indignant at the idea of being
troated as a wayv station, Tt s a blow
at civie pride rather than an interference
"seith the convenicnce of (itizens.

Yet, while it is manifestly impossible
to support any selfish railroad eorpora-
tion in an injury to the sensibilities of
good Philadelphians, it i8 equally im-

follow |

Station, while the total of arrivalz and |

inestimable value to |

could hardly fail to be the expulsiorn of |

There i3 reason to beliave

of actual ail, incertuin contingenciss, It |

Asintic wators would be a mateh for the |

The war, |

ce¢ an-borne trade would be threctened. |

made to execute one of the projects |

mizlt force us t> range our navy upon ,

|
|

|

Admitting |
"a distinguished

indifferent to the rights of a good many
whose pride in Philadelphia and the
Broad Street Station is general rather
than epecific, A good many people
travel every day in the year between
New York and Washington or points
further south. Their special object in
travelling is not to see the interior of the
Broad Street Station, The city itself can
be seen to better advantage by going
around it than by going into its majestic
railway terminal. These people desire
chietly, though perhaps foolishly, to ar-
rive at their respective destinations in
the shortest possible time. An economy
of some minutes is effected by regarding
Broad street as a spur track from the
main line. Some consideration seems
due to this group of travellers.

The statistics given by the railway
company, together with a hasty review
of the time tables, moke it evident that
the people of Philadelphia have no real
ground of complaint of the facilities
offered them for transportation to New
York. While thousands of through
travellers would cordially welcome a
train which made no stop whatever
between New York and Washington,
even at West Philadelphia, what would
the Philadelphians say of such a train?
The ever increasing travel between the
metropolis and the capital makes this
by no means an impossibility. Its
patrons might be sorry for Philadelphia,
but they would also feel a selfish glee
in their own gain,

We are sorry for any real wrong which
may be done to our neighbors on the
other side of the Delaware River, but
their complaints reem unwarranted.

From Manlila,

As we open our esteemed contem-
porary, the Manil1 Cabl news, for Nov,
17 and Nov, 20, a half humorous air of
homesickness peeps from the column of
“S8ocieties.” Luzon Tribe No. 1,Voluntary
Exiles of the Philippines, meets every
Friday evening. The antidote stares
from the opposite page:

“A\l1xed drinks a speclalty.”
“Call and see '‘Eddy.' "

* Snn Mlguel beer on draught.”
“Open Sunday.”

Antidote to “Eddy, " that wet universal
American ULYSSES, is the Independent
Order of Good Templars. The Inde-
pendent Order of Red Men flourishes
with many branches. An FoNg, a yel-
Inw man, gives an appetite by his de-
scription of his “Merchants' Cafe,” a
“Palare by the Pasig, Ocean-Swept
Restaurant, Oriente Cooks.” The Ca-
loogan Road House, “five minutes' ride
on the Dummy line,” invites to “a Cosy
Retreat in the Heart of the Country.”
SAM ROWLEY'S screaming farce, “Casey's
Reception,” is making a big hit at the
Orpheum. The “only first class family

hotel in the Walled City,” mod>stly sets |

forth its charms. The Grand Hotel
Restaurant Metropole is commodiously
situated, “near to everywhere.” “Ye
hungry folk, visit the Palms and get thy
fill.” cries Mrs. JACK, culinary pride con=-
quering syntax. “American plan” and
American “billiard tables” allure the
eye.  In short, corlim non animum.

The editor complaing of the “dearth of
sport.” Only the racetrack and base-
ball stir the languid hours. Admiral

| STIRLING'S bluejackets from the Rain-

bow will “cross bats” with the Twenty-
seventh Infantry at the Cuartel Meisic.
The Twenty-seventh has beaten the 10Sth
Battery of the Coast Artillery, LOWELL,
the infantry pitcher, striking out gixteen
of the artilleryimen. As the editor says,
with fervor, “the realms of balldom can
count upon unanimous patronage, and
the national game is a real g dsend.”
There has been some pretty boat racing,
vith gigs and dingys and cutters, at
the Cavite fiestas,

Capt. MAIR, commander of the Pam-
panga constabulary, has been entertain-
ing his brother officers at the fiesta of
San Sebastian in Bacolor. They fleeted
the time carelessly, as in the golden
world:

“All the surroundinz barriss, and even people
from further outlying municipaliiles, fiocked Into
Buacolor on Saturday. and the dance which started
on the same nizht never ended until the morning
star rose over that pretty little town on Monday
morning. Gayety prevalled throughout those two
davs and all were In high humor. Nothing prettler
can be Imagined than the falr native damsels,
dressed In clther latest Parislan ball gowns or conl
and plcturesque plia walsts, dancing slowly and
gracefully a Rigadon, or a waltz by STRAUSA. The
whole affalr was a continual chaln of pleasurs and
enjoyment.”

And Americans, Spaniards and natives
were in the best humor and on the best
of terms with one another. The Yap
(Club, & mysterious order, has just been
formed. The persons of Irish birth or
descent in Manila have formed a socisl
and benevclent organization. “In the
Philippines there are no wrens to hunt
on Boxing Day, 8o the sport of THOMOND
and DESMOND will have to be diapensed
with; but there will be something doing
on Thanksgiving night.”

There was “something doing " in Manila
Nov. 19, and fortunately there was plenty
of space and a reporter of the good old
sort to flop about in it,
1esult is glorious, and we deserve a vote

The preliminary
flourish and brief chronicle:

“ The dull monotony of the normal day in Manila
was relleved. yeaterday., by a most sensational
aflair—nothing less than a genuins Spanish duello,
fought In the briziat lizht of nyontime.

*“The scene of the combat was Santa Mesa race.
track, and the trate partiolpants were a well known
D om, whn farms many acres of Jand at  Bacolnd,
1s!a de Negros, and a moember of the troupe of
artistes from Barcelona, at present playing at the
Paz Theatre.

“The ingredients which are Inevitably assoclated
with a Latin guarrel In the world of netional ro
mance were all present--there was the charming
senorita—a young lady who has caused the hearts
of many young Spaniards. patrons of the Paz, to
throb at the fever pace of awakened passion-<the
tnsult, and the taunt of cowardice.™

Don ANTONIO NAVARRO, a member of
family, inherited and
He “18 in, a8 one might
say. the prime of life”™; but although
“the majority of his vears have been
passed in the rural atmosphere of the
tiller of the soil and the rearing of cattle,
gwine and roosters, he is a lover of the
arts, not least among which he ranks
that of the Thespian." Notice that the

married weslth

-

The literary

Manila. RiCARDO GALDEZ i8 not a per-
forming member of the company, the
stars of which Don ANTONIO has “fre-
quently toasted in the mode of Castile,
drinking the rich red wines of his mother
country”. Sefor GALDEZ “has been be-
hind the bar.” He is a tall Granadian,
quiet and urbane. Several times he
has had trouble with the farmer with a
taste for art and red wine. Seforita
MATILDE VILLASANTE, of the company,
is the third person of the drama. There
was a rehearsal at the theatre Thursday
morning. Don ANTONIO “varied the
pastime of observing the drilling of the
wearers of the sock and buskin by drink-

ing the red wines of Spain.” They
went to his head or tongue. There was
a acene. Hard words passed. GALDEZ,

who kept his temper long, finally struck
Don ANTON1O. A challenge followed und
was accepted. The two men drove to-
gether to a spot back of the Santa Mesa
racetrack. They had no seconds. They
took off their jackets and began a fight
with knives:

“Several cuts and passes were made without
blood tlowing, both parrylug well, Then, GALDEZ
made a feint at his antagonist's body, and for the
moment the Don was thrown off his guard. With
the rapldity of a lightning flash, the blade of the
actor shot upward, alming for ANTONIO'R face,

“ An Involuntary slip saved the Don's life —the
actor's knife mercly cutting the lower lip of bis
opponent. as the latter reeled backward, and,
| quickly, recovered hls lost balanee.

“ Again the palr faced each other

“(GALDEZ had lost hls temper; the Don had re-
covered somewhat from the effect of hils too liberal
potatlons. They closed. blade clinking against
. blade. GALDEZ broke away, and agaln tried to
: stab his man.

“He mlssed—and exerting all his strength, the
. Don delivered a sweeping cut at hls antagonist's
sword arm, and almost severed (t, just above the
inner part of the elbow.
gushed forth, and the actor fell (n an unconsclous

' heap on the reddened track.
“The Don bent over him. and endeavored to

At last the actor opened hls eyes and breathed

heavily—the respiration came In spasmodic gasps.
{ And the close prospect of having a dead man on
his hands brought the aggressor to his senses,

“Tenderly he lifted up the almost unconscious
form of his foe of a few minutes before and bore
him from the scenc of the duel. A little way from
the course the Don espled a police ofMcer,
halled him, and the policeman ran forward, In ag
few words as possible, the Don explained what
had occurred—not minimizing by one
authorship of the tragic affair.”

It is not often that anything happens

in Manila. When something does hap-

! pen, it is sure to be painted brilliantly
} and at full length.

The Mussulman and Liquor.

Turkish affairs have been so overshad-
| owed by what is passing in the Far East
| that a recent very interesting statement
I in relation to Turkey went unnoticed.
| A despatch spoke of the increasing ten-
dency to drunkenness among the younger
officers of the Turkish Army, who were
coming to look on it as & sign of progress
and aptitude for Western ideas.

Hitherto inebriety has been charac-
teristic of some older Ottomans, who, hav-
ing satisfied themselves that they were
not violating the injunctions of the Koran
which forbid fermented, but say noth-
ing about distilled liquors, went in freely
for raki, mastic and other varieties of
alech lic stimulants.

If half that has been stated on the
subject is correct, then is the decadenca
of the Turk remarkable, for sobriety is
a virtue that has till now been a great
redeeming feature of his character.

The Free Lecturces.

Several correspondents have recently
written to THE SUN expressing their
views on the free lectures to the people,
The lectures were fully approved by
some of the writera as to the quality of
the speakers and the suitability of their
topics as a means of popular edification,
On the other hand, they were adversely
criticisnd by seeveral writers, from one
or annther point of view.

Approval of the lectures may pass for
what it is worth. It is more important
that eritics should be actuated solely by
a desire to improve the service and that
criticism of an important and well es-
tablished feature of our educational
system should not pass unchallenged
if it is not based up)on accurate state-
ments of fact. The grounds on which
the most vital criticisms are based ap-
pear, upon examination, to be lacking
in substantiality.

One writer, who said that the lecturers
are incompetent “with a few exceptions,”
mentioned the decrease in attendance
as proving the decline in public intereat,
But there has been no decrease in at-
tendance. The number of auditors has
not ceased to grow from the first lecture
course in 1889 to the sixteenth course
just closed. The increaso in attendance
has never been more marked than in the
last course. The attendance in October-
December, 1902, was 443,705; during the
same period in 1903 it was 475,168, an in-
crease of 29,461,

As to the competency of th~ lecture
force, every new lecture, no matter how
* well established the reputation of the

| apeaker, is passed upon as to its intereat
and its educational value by four inde-
pendent critics, each submitting his
judgment in writing. Many lecturers
. naturally do not meet this test and are
dropped from the list as goon as their in-
adequacy is ascertained.

In spite of the small honorarium of
the lecturers, tho efforts of Dr. LEtp-
ZIGER to secure the best and the most
authoritative talent have met with
much success. In the three months just
closed, forty-three scientific lectures, ar-
ranged in courses, have been delivered
by some of the best known professors
of Columbia University. The faculties
of New York, Chicago and Brown uni-
versities, of Rutgers and Adelphi col-
leges, and members of the staff of the
Museum of Natura! History, the Museum
of the Brooklvn Institute, the Aquarium,
the Zcological Park and other scientifie
bodies, besides many  recognized
thorities in the varions scirnces and arts.
have also been prominent an the pro-
gramme
that at least fiftv or sixty of the men and
women, most of whom have appeared
on the platforms of these lecture halls
from five to fifteen times in the past three

One of the critics says that “the free
lecture ecourse is open to criticism because
of the neglect of American topics.” An
examination of the list of lectures given
in the last year proves that American
topics are the first thing considered
in arranging programmes. We find 66
lectures on American history, 10 on
American bingraphy, 97 on the descrip-
tive geography of North America and
38 on American literature. Here are 220
different lectures on American topics,
most of them delivered many times during
one year.

This city is not spending from £63,000 to
%30,000 a yoar on this branch of its e lu-
cational system without getting good
return for its money. The free lectures
have their imperfections; but the efforts
to make them more efficicnt every year
are well rewarded.

In the present condition of Southern
sentiment it certainly does not look as if
any Democratic Senator from that part of
the Union will be read out of lis party for
voting like an American to ratify the Canal
treaty with Panama.

New York's annual P'rench Hall has been aban-
doned. Yot weehave been accusling the New York-
crs of belag tne merrfest people on carth. —Roches

ey Herald.

A profuse stream of blood |
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. Representing total value of

- Contalning checks, drafts, &c... ..

He ! Pleces restored to owners unopened ..,

?

fota his |

i
i

Every candid perssn will say |
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UNCLE SAW'S POST OFFICE.

est Huilness Conceins on Earth,

To TrE Eptron oF THE SUN--Sir: At the

annual stocktaking on June 3%, 1993, the

position and the year's work of Uncle Sam's

Post OMee D partment were as follows:
Number of post ofces:

FIrst C1a8%. a0 s visinionye 242
SCOON CIABE: 10 vvivv0i9i0i0 000 sleoininncd bedsnsissiabe 1,108
Third class........... 3,840
Fourth class. Lo 80,041

Rotalivveci i 74,031

$134,224.113
Total expenses for the year |
Excess expenses over recelpts. ...
Money orders 1ssued

Money orders pald. .. .
Total money orders handled

$4.500,014
47,171,052
17.004.063

.8763.722.475
25,951,178
$1.701,145

Letters and parcels reglstered. . ..,
Collected for registratin fees
Pleces mall matter opencd at the dead
letter oMce..... G K,805,.205
£1.403.503
12567047
Issued to postmasters;
Postage stamps
Books of stamps . ...,
Stamped envelopes

veeriienees.5,805,500,845
...... 0.520.240
ceiees 904,218,250

|

! chemistry

I oy . Hall,
Interesting Facts About One of the Great- |

4—The Leciurers and Thelr Toplos
The programme for the second course
of free lectures given under the auspices
of the L'oard of Education ha« been ar-
ranged by Dr. Henry M. Leipziger The

lectures will begin in all the horoighs on

Monday evening, Jan. 4, and continue for
two months,

Among the lecturers will be Dr. Myrio
N. Bolles, Dr. William Campbell and Bradley
Stoughton, who will give demonstrations
on metallurgy Tuesday evenings: Dr.
Froderick Sykes, ¢ix lectures in “English
Writers of the Nineteenth Century” Monday
evenings at Public School 8; Prof. Adelph
Cohn, #ix lectures on great French writers,
Wednesdays at Public School 54; Prof.
Henry E. Crampton, tix lectures on “The
Principles of General and Human Evolu-
tion;” Prof. Alfred Vane Churchill and Dr.
James H, Canfield, librarian of Columbia,
on “The History of Civilization,” and Dr.
Curtis Hidden Page

Prof Mary S. Woolman of Columbia will |

give a course of lectures at the Baron de
Hirsch Trade School on “Household Arts
and Modern Industries,” Wednesday even-
ing=, and Miss Helen M. Day of Teachers'
College will lecture Tuesday evenings at
Public School 157, on *Cooking.”

Among «thers enlisted are Prof. Bristol
of New York University, on “Bermuda
Life” and the “New York Aquarium®; Prof.
John 8. McKay of Packer Institute, on
“Recent Dircoveries in Physical Bcience
and Their Bearing on Present Theories of
Matter and Energy,” at St. Bartholomew's
on Saturdays; Prof. Peckham of
Adelphi College, eight lectures on practical
Thursday evenings at the
Educational Alliance, and Prof. E. R. Von
Nardroff of Erasmus Hall High School
eight lectures on “Heat as a Mode of Motion.”

Prof. Charle« 2 'nblen of the University
of Chicago will co ne here to give a course
of lectures on *American Municipal Pro-

| gress,” Wednescav evenings at the Harlem

Co 138 TR KT

91.776.015 |

NEewWsSpaper Wrappers .. ......ooievirenres 44,440,750 |
Postal cards..... i) 770,657,950
Freight cars to transport above.. ..., 088

Total pleces of matter malied R 587,467,048
Total weight of matter malled by news

papers and news agents, pounds 500,537 962

Malled by publlishers, free, pounds 86,805 Raq
Cost of rural free dellvery £5,011,035
Number of rural free dellvery routes and
carriers...... D R 15,119
Cost of clty free dellvery service $10.337.080
Number of clty letter carrlers ) 10,452
Number of clerks In rallway mall service 10,418

Cost of raliway mall service $11.20%,85

We have arrived at these gigantio results
by the following stages, quoting the past
twenty-seven years:

Rerenue.
825,000,000

Erpenditures
£33.000,000

33,000,000 306,000,000

42,000,000 50,000,060

. 0,000,000 65,040,000

oo 706,000,000 86,000,000

‘ 102,000,000 107,000,000
1903 . 154,000,000 134,000,000

And all this has grown from 973 post offices
tn 1800, with total receipts of £28)87%4,
WALTER J BALLARD.
SCHENECTADY, Dec. 25

Rate Fixing by ¢ ommlisstion.

To THE EDpITOR oF Tne SUN=Sir: The
editorials in ‘Ine Svx of Dec. 21 and 24 on
“The Proposal to Extend the [nteratate Com-
merce Commission’'s Powers,” notwithstand-
ing the remarks of Mr. R. W. Higbee, are
very much to the point. This amendment
s to enable the commisgion to make the rates
for transportation regardless of the rights
of the owners of the property. There are
thousands of millions of dollurs Invested in
railroad securities by estates, by widows
and orphang, by the rich and the poor. ‘I'he
bond and shareholders run up into the
hundreds of thousands, and if the proposcd
amendment becomes o law the future divi-
dends on thia property will largely depend
upon the judgment or good will of this com-
missjon,

Never In the history of railroads have the
rates been o0 low as at present.  Never have
the agricultural States been so prosperous
as now, and yet they would be glad if they
could get their produce trunsported to mar-
ket for little or no profit,

Mr. Highee seems to think it adds to the
Justice of the demand because 8o many State
1egislatures and associations have sent in
petitions praying for it. 1 venture to say
ten tines as many people would join to have
the price of groceries regulated by a com-
mission if it could be brought within the law,
1t is no great thing to eliow that a | rge num-
ber of people are willing to profit at some
one else's expense.  CHARLES B. WHITING,

HarTrORD, Dec. 24,

Hammurabl's Code.

To taeg Epnitor or THE Suvx—Sir: Prof
Carl I2hmann, Iin the Decembrr number of
the Nineteenth Century, writing of Ham-
murabli’s Code, makes the date of it 2184 B
., and says: *“In marked contrast te the
Law of Israrl the most striking feature is
the independence of the code, ns such, of
religion *

As | never like to accept the atatement
of any writer, particularly if he be a uni-
versity professor, without verifying it, 1
took up Dr. Hugo Winckler'a German version
of the code to see whether Dr J#hmann
agreed with him or not 1 found that the
two writers disagree even in giving the duate
of the code, for Winckler makes it 2250 B C
I find also that Dr. Lehmann himself in the

very article wnich [ have been rea ling gives |

nine ingtanees of referenes 1o roligion in the
lawe of the Babvlonian King  Yet the good
doctor docg nct seem to be awnre thut he (4
contradieting himself

He also mysteriously omits two passices
in the ecode which expressly mention Goil
and the sanctity of an oath, certainly a re-
ligious subject.  They are numbors 107 and
120 In Wirekler's German vorsion  Besides
the preface to the laws indcribed on the stela
repeats again and again the names of the
ods of Babylon and distinctly savs that
rlannnuralh. the Prinee, “call>d by B 1" that
{s by God, acted in their name and by thejr
authority

In the faece of these notorious facts why
fs it that this univereity prof sasor shoull
asgert that the coda was “independent of
religion”  The fact is that the name of God

and the influence of religion are as frequently |

found in this code as in the Ten Command-
ments of Moses
Moral: Don't trust university
especially if they b anti-r Licious, until you
haxve verifisd their statements it
New Yonk, Dec. 23
Finances of a Warld's Falr,
Fram the Sclentific American
The World's C lumblan Exposiiln of 1803 does
not seem 1o have praved such an abject financial
fallure after all.
of directors a final dividend of (.65 per eent. on
the capltal stoek was deciared The dividend is
equal Lo 461, cents per share.
The shareliodders were pald a dhvidend of $1
per share soon after the expositionm closed. With

Ethis coming distribution, the retarn from an invest
au-

raent of $10, the cost of rach share, wiil be $2.40
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At the last meeting of the voard |

|
professars, |

—

Y M. C. A., and Prof. Frederick D. Kenh-
ner of Maryland will epeak Thursday
eveningsat Public School 6, on “The Dramas
of Shake: peare.”

Many Jr’gminﬂnt lecturers not identified
with mlllnzm will be heard, among them
Prof Earl Barnes, eight lectures on “The
Hi tory of Ixiucation as Related to the
History of Civilization,” Fridays at the
West Slde  Auditorium:  Willis  Fletcher
Johnson on “American Expansion,” Fri-
cavs at the Wadleigh High School: Dr.

Frederick A, (Cook, on his experiences in |

the Antartic region, S8aturday, Feb. 20, at
Public School 23; Cyris C. Adams, on “New
Things About Africa,” Feb 29 at Publio
School 44; Prof. Henry E. Northrup on “The
Homes and Halit: of the French People,
Feb. 26 at Public School 52; Dr. J. Russell
Smith of the Univenity of Pennsylvania
on “Studies of European Life,” at Public
School 54 on Jan. 30

John M. Evans will tell abont the build-
ing of the \\'illinmﬂburg’r bridge at the
Young Men's Instituta; Prof. McKay :\'lll
rpeak on “Radium and Radioactivity” at
St. Bartholomew's Lyceum Hall; Charles
M. Fuller on “The Panama Canal and Con-
ditions on the Isthmus " and Herbert L.
Bridgman on the St. Louis Exposition at
the American Museum of Natural Hisgory.

The hi~tory and development of New
York city will be di-cursed by Dr. Frank
B. Kelley and G. F. Greene during Janvar
and Febriary. Many lectures on physi-
ology and hygiene and the care of the body
will be given in the crowded districtsa of
the citv, and, in addition, lectures
ail to the injured, with practica. dlus-
trations

At Bethany Chyreh, Dr. John B. Huber will
talk on the prevention of consumption,
and Dr. Edward B. Coburn on the care of
the eyes. At Columbus Hall, Dr. John
Donglass will give nine lectures on the
human body,during January and February.
Other speakers are Dr. William Berkely
on “The Prevention of Consumption,
Dr. Charles McDowell on “What Vacci-
nation Has Done for the World” and Dr.
Jerome Wallker on “The Care of the Skin.

According to reports of the ruperinten-
dent:, the fint corrre, which ended on Dec.
19, was attended by 30,000 more people than
the first courre last year.

Some Points to Be Settled Before Bids
Wil Be Called For.

WasHiNatoN, Dee. 26.—Secretary Root
and Col. Clarence Edwards, chief of the
Bureau of Insular Affairs, had a confer-
ence to-day in regard to in the issuing of
$ .200,000 of Philippine Government bonds
for the purpose of raising money to pay for
the friars’ lands,

Plans for the sele of the bonds are still
under consideraticn by the War and Treas-
ury departments. No formal announce-
ment of the date when bids will be opened
has been made, but it has been ruggested
that the opening take place on Jdan 11
and that the bonds bear date of Feb. 1.

1t was said at the War Lepartment this
afternoon that some pcintssatill remained
to Le settled with Secretary Shaw befcre
the cireular calling for bids can be issucd.
A tentative eircular was prepared to-aay for
distrivution, but was held up owing to a
failure on the part of the T'reasury Depart-

firat |

ment to agree to certain provisions desired |

by Secretary lioot. These provisions 1e-
late to the payment into the Sub-I'reasury
in .7ew York of the purchase money for the
ixnds and the payment by the Treasury
of the interest as it becomes due.

The Jags and Jaguars of Braell,

To THE Entiorn or THE SON~SIr: In tho last
two Sunday numbers of TER SN [ found two
articles which arce particularly Inicresting to me, as
1 have spent the greater part of my Afe In South
America. Permit me a few words in relation to
those articles

The nrst article has the title “Jagless Booze.”
and the writer of It says the beverage calied “yerbe
mate” s not only st nulating, but “when once

drunk 1t sets up the hablt and thus cuts the ground |

from under the feet of the beer or whiskey habit.”

“Yerbe maté” (Spantihy, “herve maté” (P. rtu-
guese), “llex Paraguensis™ (Laum, grows wild
1 the Smthern States of Brazll, In Paraguay, and
In Argenttae. Tae natives of thise countries, so
far as memory goes, have always drunk “yerbe
maté” tn varius forms—in cliles and towns with
cream, mi'k, sugar, and far away from clvllized
points  without any addl.l)n. That It reduces
tiie desire for beer, walikey, tea, coffee and tobaced
scems to me 4 dream. Those who drink “yerbe
maté” are as fond of theabove mentlyned stimulants
#s any mortal met by me in this or other countries
vislied.  To a cup of “lagless booze™ most peopie
have the hablt of adding a “few drops” of whiskey,
or rum. and thus acquire a regular “Jag.” That
mixture 15 sald to be excellent In case of a cold.

About the other article, headed “Wild Beasts
Not Yet Caught.” Among the varius beasts
which the author sayvs have not yet been caught
he mentl ns "a new specles of jaguar,” a "biz black
fellow, and tremend usly fierce.  Nobody.” says
Le, “has ever taken one allve.® That's ansther
dream. Down In Drazil, In the State of Paran ,
you will find a wh le 1ot of those fierce anlinals
In the woods. on the camps, near farms.  As taey
caioh and kil cattle
tine make up “grande caca” (blz hunting). par-
ticularly egainst that animal; and | tell you the
hunting 1« seldm without sueeess.  On the return
vou wlil sce earried on the farmers' shouldors,
black skins, and s)me parts of dellcl us meat.

Now, If you wish to convinee yourself of my
statement’s correciness, please communioate with
the “Museum Peranaense é Zoo, em Curiiiba, Brazil,
Istado d» Paran ."  The authorites of that “zoo™
would teil you that there Is In one cage a black,
fierce jaguar. “tigre negro” in Portuguess, or “hlack
tiger” in English. If the fellow | saw many times
Is dead | Am sure another of the same species Is
in his place JOBE SILVA.

JERBEY CITY, Dec. 25,

Government OMclals and Passes.
Fraom the Springfield Repudlican

St anothier United States oMclal has been accl-
dentaily exposed as the reeiplent of rallroad favors
Tue leeturer S8 T Pord, who died suddenty |ast
week on a New York ferryboat, was fiund to bave

the farmers from time to |

tu bis pockets Pennsyivania Rallroad passes (ssued |

to hisnepliew, AL Dryden, Assistant Unlied States
Treasurer at Philadelphia. 1t 1s a fair question
ask whether
Government, from the President down, does not
ride at the expenss of the raliroads and conse-
quently is under ohligation to the ralliroads.

]

practically the whole United States |

|

| was decided to lease the prescnt sile
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! B, = L T TR gl [ A : ) ‘RE SEN i 'CN'S LEASE.,
] prove revolutionary in the religinus | possible to avoid the conelusion that the | Hon. WILKINS MICAWBER is not dead. | months, are recognized as distinguished COURSE OF FREE LECTURES. BENATOR WARIEN LEASE
world. It is ended here, but it is irre+ | people of that city are somewhat unduly | He is in the prime of composition in | in their respective specialties. They Wil Begin on Monday Evening. Jan. | Gen Pa,ne sa,ls ] lmn Mot Be Caneclled
tntl) New Kulldng Is Comp e ed.

WwWasginaToN, Dec 20 —~Senator Warren
of Wyoming, who, it was recently *dis-
covered"” by « fficers of the Post Oflice Da-
parment, had vi lnied a section of the ra-
vised statutes in leasing the p st office prome-
ises in Cheyvenne, Wyo., to the Governmen:
called at the Department this morning and
had a long tak with Postmaser-General
Payne At the conclusion of the conlerence
Mr. Payne anncunced that ¢n the com-
pletion of the Fcderal buildinz now in
course of construction in Cheyenne the
lease for Senatcr Warren s property would
be cancelled. This will probably not bhe
done befire July 1, 1804, and in the mean
time the p st office will remain a' the present
gite, which is considercd very desirabla,

According to the P stmas.er-General, the
lease for the building in Cheyenne was made
by H. Sapp, Senator Warren's agent.  Mr.
Warren was not in Cheyenne when the
transacticn was made, in April, 1800, and (h.
while matter was carried on wicthout his
knowledge.

Mr. Payne said that the Senator's ex-
planation of the occurrence was entirely
satisfactcry 89 far as the Departiment waa
concerned, but that, az by a specific pr-
vision of law any member of Congress was

lrr\ hibited from acting as lessor to the

the leaso must neceasarily
He said, however, that it
purp.se to immediately
cancel the lease and g to a great expense
to move the pst office, when by waiting
a short time the post office can be perma-
nently Incated in the new Federal building.
The lease for the building in Cheyenne
was made during the administration of
Postmas er-General Smith., The owners at
the building tried to hold up the Govern-
ment for $50 when the original Jease ex-
pired 1n 1809, and after an investigati 'Ihl'
i
rec rds show that the fact of Senator War-
ren's ownership was known at the time
Ihe le ge tor the jsu office pren ises in
Cheyenne, which will Le « ncelled on
July 1, or a yeir or two veurs from that
dite, if it tokes thet time to complete the
Feder: ] building, under the s[(-ciho termsa
of the law covering the e se is void from
the dite of “discovery.” According to
officers of the Department this discov-
ery wis mace Thursday ¢ fternoon, It is
net improbeble thot Assist nt Attorney-
Genera] Robh will e called on for en ofin-
ion ¢8 to whether the Pcatmesster-Generul
e n econtinue ¢t his ylessure a lecse that
is void vnder a s;eciil provigion of law
The Postm: ster-Gener: 1 evidertly takes
the view that the le: se is just as good and

jovernment,
be cancelled.
would serve no

i binding now us it ever wi 8, notwithst-nd-

ing the | w In the cise rnd the ndmitted
ficts of Senutor Wirren's lessorship, for
he remerked to-day thut it would be no
uee to hurry things end move the post
office Lefore the Federsz] building w: 8 eom-
pleted, ¢g “the Dep: rtment must give three
months notice anvhow.” Mr. Paine did
not explein how this wis necessary when
the lecse wi s void under the stututes.

——

RIIS'S LABORS BEAR FRUIT.

Sanitary Housing Company to Ereot Sanl-
tary Houses for Washington's Poor.

WasHINGTON, Deoe, 26.—The recent visit
to Washington of Jacob A. Riis and his pub-
lic uttarances concerning conditions in the
slums of the capital city have already borne
fruit. Within a few days the Sanitary
Housing Company of the Dittrict of Co-
lumbia, which has for its purpose tne bet-
tarmert of the conditions of the Washington
poor who are forced t2 live in unsanitiry
dwellings, will begin the erection of cheap
but sanitary dwellings, and does not expect
t> make a “murdarous interest” on it:
capitil, as Mr, Riis called the 20 and 25
per cent. that Wasi ' .ton landlords man-
age to clear per annum oLt of 8lum property.
Surgeon-General George M., Stornberg,
U. S. A,, retired, is the moving spirit in the
Sanitwry Housing Company, and ationg
cthers Intererted financially and ctherwise
are former Secretiry of Stite John W
Fo t>r. Col. George Truesdell, John Joy
Edson, Dr, George M. Kober and many
well known business men. The company
will nct be incorporatad until $50,000 or
more has been subscribed. Gen, Stirn-
berg has received a lett'r from former
Seeretary Fostor indorsing the scheme and
offering to tike $£5.000 worth of stock.
Three per cent. a year is the limit of the
dividends that the con pany expects to pay.
Antthing above thrt figure will be ured in
building new houses or in making repairs
and adding to the comfort of patrons
generally.

COMPLAINT OF OIL SHIPPERS.

They Allege the 'Ffixao.tl.c;‘rl of Unjust and
Unreasonable Rates,

WasHINGTON, Dec. 20 —~Ths In‘erstate
Commerce Commissinn to-day received the
complaint of the Fred G. Clark Company
of Cleveland against the Pittsburg, Cin-
cinna‘'i, Chicag) and St. Louis Railroad,
alleging the exacti n of unjust and unrea-
s-nable rates on shipments of oil in tank
cars from Struthers and Pittsburg to tha
Hooven & Allison C ympany of Cleveland

The complain! says that al'hough the
petitimer owned the cars in which the oil
was shipped and there was n» transfar
or delay in the shipments, demurrage
charges of 89 and $11, respectively, on the
two shipments were made. The company
requests

the Intersiate Commerce Com-
missi .n to «rder the refunding of the al-
leged overcharge and to prevent the ex-
activn of the alleged unjust rates.

ROBBED THE NAVAL MAIL.

Sallor of a Torpedn Destroyer Cauaght
With Marked Money on Him.

ANNAPOLI8, Md., Dec. 26 —Ras Rose, a
third class yeoman on tha Uniiad S'ates
torped.b at destroyer MeDonough, at the
Naval Academy, has been placed under
arrest (n the charge of r. bbing the United
S:ates mail, and is in doubla iruns in the
brig. ) .

K se was the mail carrier f.r the ship
and f r & me time Las been suspecied by
saveral f the nien of tampering with tha
mails. A dec oy leiter was sent wi h a two-
d llar nte inc) scd, the note having been
ma k- d. 1t wassuspacied tha R)sa had
n.t inailed the letter, and he was searclLed
and the tw -d llar nte was f und « n him
He awaits trial befure a court-martial.

Gunboat Viekshurg Ordercd to Corea.

WASHINGTON, De>. 26 -Rear Admiral
8ti ling telez' apled the Navy Department
to-dav that he had o deed the gunloat
Vicksburg to Chemuljo, Co ea, in response
to the 1equest of United States Minister
Allen for a wa slip to protect Anerican
inte ests during the inte nal t oulles in
the Hermit kincdom. The Vicksburg lefi
Shanghai for (hiemulpo to-das

Negro Insanit' In the South an ! in the North
From the Medical Record

Dr. W A, White of the Government ' snital
the Insane at Washingtrn D. C. Inb's Geograph!
cal Distributt'n of Insanity In the United States.”
takes the ground that “the praportl n of insane
is hizhest where we find the greatest conzestin
of prpulatin, and thercf re nliere the  stressrs
fncident to aetive competi'l nare m st severe ™

Regarding the negro, Dr. White s9v's ne remains
sane dosplite his unhygients Iinz:
as he r Ins in the ¢ me
but fells when, thrown upon his own physical and
mental reshurees, he entars the sirlfe for existencs
in Northerneldss. “In Georziy tiere was ! insane
negro to 1,708 of the enlred populatian o 1880
while In New York tha ratl) was | 10 333, or almost
exactly the same ratihas for tne white pang'=*tin. ™

1n the Industrial States ot fie Fast Insanity s
very common. In Massachusetts, for example
there Is 1 insanc person fur every 848 of the papula
tn, while in Virginia the proportin 18 1 in 517
of pHpulattin, In Arkansas | (n 630 and In Texas
110050, In the United States, onitting the South
ern States, therc s 1 lnsane person to each 54°
of prpulation, but In the Southern States the pro
portion Is 1 to 1277 “In Alabama, Arkansas
Plorda, Georgls, Kenineky, Loutsiana, Mlssissinop
North Carollna, South Carolina, Teanecsses, Tex
and \irginta we niod the rath of colared lnsa
1101277, walle for the whites In the same terrt.
it Is 1 to 466, In other parts of the Unlted Sual
the ratlo of cclured Insans as shown by the Ten!
Census was 1 to 642, while for the whites It was
to 520. The ratly of colyred (nsane in the Unlie!
States. minus the Southern States, Is, then, alm ¢
exactly the same as the raudo for the white lnsanc
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